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Archivesin an
Electronic Culture

BI Archivist Bruce Bruemmer has
completed a study of the effect of
electronie culture on archival usage during

a three-month leave from CBIl. Most
archivists focus on two effects of digital
technology: electronie records and
digitizing cxisting paper records. Few
archivists grapple with how the technol-
ogy is changing the style of patron
research and their expectations. For
example, the typical scholarly researcher
who spends a week at an archives going
through records is becoming a rarity.
Most people who contact CBI for refer-
ence help want immediate answers; they
do not want to be teld that the answer can
be found in twenty boxes of records. In
many cascs, clectronie mail has replaced
dircet work with records.

Clectronic mail presently accounts for
405 of all of CBI's reference requests, and
this proportion 15 increasing. Requests
often call for information to be dispatched
through E-mail, faxes, and overmigh
delivery service immedialely, Some
customers expect to find it on the Intemnet
for the taking. As one of the first reposio-
ries in the nation to have all of s finding
aids available on the Web, CBI has
reccived numerous e-mail requests for
instructions about how to *¢lick on” them
to sce the actual documeni.

Brucrmmer’s analysis of 263 Web sites
developed by special collections and
archives m the Umited States and Canada
indicate, however, that archivisis do not
typrcally include colicction interpretation
on the Web, Less than 10% of the
repositorics surveyed had any “virtual
exhibit” conneccted to their site. A detailed
report on this survey 1s avatlable on the
Web (http://www.cbl.umn.edu/bruce/
arcweb. htm). O

Bowles Selected 1997-98 Tomash

Fellow

Mark Bowles,a Ph.D. candidate in
the Program in the History of
Technology and Science at Case
Western Reserve University, is the
1997-98 Adelle and Erwin Tomash
Fetlow in the History of Information
Processing. He received his B.A. in
Psychology and an M.A. in History
from the University of Akron. His
article, *American Technological
Enthusiasm and British Technological
Skepticism in the Age of the Analog
Brain,” appeared in the [EEE Annals of
the History of Computing October -
December 1996 1ssue. He has several
other articles forthcoming in computing
and aerospace history.

Bowles’ thesis on “The “Information
Crisis:’ Cold War Computing Culture in
the United States, 1945-1971,7 deseribes
the creation of new computer-based
information scrvices in the Cold War o
avert a breakdown of the communica-

1997-98 Tomash Feflow Mark
Bowles

tions system predicted by scholars and
commentators as a result of a post-war
flood of articles, books, and reports.
Bowles is a student of the distinguished
historian of technology, Carrell Purseli.

O

CBI to Sponsor Annual Meetings

hanks to the generosity of the

Tomash Family Foundation, UBI
will sponsor an annual meeting devoted
to new themes in the history of comput-
ing beginning in 1998. The theme of
the 1988 conference will be “The
Computer as a Scientific Instrument,” 1i
will build upon the CBI's curreni NSF
project as well as other work now being
done by Tomash fellows and other
researchers associated with CBIL

The meetings will be designed to

bring together leading rescarchers in the
ficld who are now cngaged 1n the study
of scientific computing and participants

i the development of scientific comput-
ing to compare perspectives and to
synthesize new approaches, new
methods, and new materials that have
become available. Forexample, CBlis
experimenting with creative use of its
Internet site in the conduct of the current
multi-institutional study, as well as with
the use of the World Wide Web to
distribute research materials.

The Tomash Research Conferences
will be continued for three years under
current funding, and will be renewed if
they are found fruitful for the progress of
the History of Computing. O
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E-Mail Address Change

BI’s e-mail address has changed to
chif@tc.umn.edu. Please update your
¢-mail address list accordingly! 4
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Archivists Meet

MLcrosc-fl‘s Corporate Library
osted the third annual mecting of
high-technology industry archivists on
April 3 in Redmond, Washington, CBI
Archivist Bruce Bruemmer attended,
along with representatives from Digital
Equipment, Disncy, DreamWorks,
Hewlett-Packard, Intel, Lucent Technolo-
gies, Motorola, and Texas Instruments.
Participants visited the Microsoft
Museum and Corporate Library. and
Corbis, a photographic stock house
initially funded by Bill Gates that owns
the Bettman archives, one of the
country's great historical photo collec-
tions. The Corbis staff demonstrated
their in-house photo search engine,
which includes a custom thesaurus and
knowledge base. Corbis primarily serves
journalists and other photo users,
delivering high-resolution images via CD-

Continued on page 4

Dibner Fellowships

he Dibner Institute for the History
of Science and Technology invites
applications to its two fellowship
programs for 1998-1999: the Senior
Fellows program and the Postdoctoral
Fellows program. The Dibner expects to
have fifteen Senior Fellows and up to
five doctoral Postdoctoral Fellows each
term.
For further information, please
contact:
Trudy Kontoff
Program Coordinator
Dibner Institute for the History of
Science and Technology
Dibner Building, MIT E56-100
38 Memorial Drive
Cambridge, Mass. 02139
Phone; 617-253-6989
FAX: 617-253-9858
email: Dibner(@mit.edu

o

Production of the CBI Newsietter
is supported by
Analysts Imemdift_?nal.;. -




Ground-Breaking for New CBI Facility!

InformationWeek
Donates Archives

MP Publications, owner of

InformationWeek, donated its
archives of back tssues dating from
1985, the beginning of the title.
InformationWeek focuses on the
common concerns of business and
technology managers, delivering
information on the ¢cvents, applications,
products, tactics, and {rends that cffect
the use of information technology as a
corporate resource. CBI is pleased to
make this resource available to re-
scarchers.

A numbcr of 1ssucs are missing from
this collection, CBlwould like to
assembic a complete set. If you have
any of the following issues and wish to
donate them to CBI, please contact the
CBI archives siaff,

InformationWeek missing issues:

1986:57,70,72,74,

1987:77-98, 109, 1 20-121, 127-128,
134,137, 145;

[98R: 195-196;

1989:202,205,215,219,230,238,243-
244,247 249,

1990:252-255,257,259-262,264-267,
274,279,281,284,289-294,297-300, 305;

1991:307-308,310,318-320,323-324,
326,333,335,337-338,341,348-349;

1991-1993:353-428;

1993:453-456;

1994: 465,470,473,475,488;

1995:506-517,545,547,549-560:.

[996:563. N

Campbell-Kelly

artin Campbell-Kelly, Reader in

Computer Sciences at University
of Warwick, United Kingdom, has been
appointed as a Dibner Institute Visiting
Fellow dunng academic vear 1997-1998.
Campbell-Kelly, the author of 1CL: 4
Business and Technical History, and
co-author with William Aspray of
Computer: A History of the Information
Machine, willbe writingon L. J. Comrie
and the development of mathematical
tables in Great Britain in the 1930s and
1940s.

O

The ground is thawed and ready for the new Archives Building! With shovels in hand

are (right to left} University Librarian Thomas Shaughnessy, Ernie Chapmun,
Professor Emeritus Clarke Chambers, President Nils Husselmo, Peter Rodosovich, and
Professor Rudolph Vecoli. Construction of the storage caverns is scheduled for
completion in the beginning of 1998, and CBI's new home will be ready in the summer

of 1999.

n May 9, the University of Minncsota

held the ground-breaking ceremony
for CBIl's new home, the Minnesota Library
Access Center (MLAC), University of
Minnesota Librarian Thomas Shaughnessy
and President Nils Hasselmo described the
many years of effort that went nto
planning and lobbying for the new
building, and thanked 118 many supporters.
Former Minnesota State Representative
Peter Rodosovich, a strong promoter of the

new library facility, noted that the
Unsversity's staff made a strong case for
the facility, which would be a state,
national, and international resource
through the digital access that will be
designed into the MLAC,

The facility is expected to be com-
pleted in July 1999. 1t will house the
Charles Babbage [nstitute archives and
staff offices.

O

UND Hires Johnson

he Space Studies Department at the

University of North Dakota has hired
CBI Associate Director Stephen Johnson
as an assistant professor. Johnson will
teach history and cconomics of space,
including the history of astronomy, space
technologics and institutions, and the
cconomics and management of the space
mdustry,

He plans to continue research on
computing, including the development of
artificial intelligence, and comparing the
development of the computer and aero-
space industries. particularly as they usc
and develop "systems approaches.” [
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Charles Babbage
Receives New Plaque

he St. Marylebone Society unveiled

a new plaque on October 2, 1996, to
honor Charles Babbage. Attended by the
former mayor of Westminster, heirs of
Babbage. and Babbage experts Jim
Roberts and Doron Swade, the plaque
marks Charles Babbage's home at |
Dorset Street in Westminster, England.

O

Archivists Meet...

Continued from page 2

ROM. The company scans about 1000
images per day from varieus sources and
has approximately 24 catalogers to
maintain that volume.

The participants discussed digitization
and the potential of image libraries on the
Web. Bruemmer gave a brief demonstra-
tion of CBI's Web site, and the partici-
pants extensively discussed Intranets,
electronic mail, electronic records.
outreach, and collection development.

O

Thirty Years Ago...

Jack S. Kilby, Jerrv D. Merrvman, and James H. Van Tusse,of Texas Instruments
produced the prototype of the electronic, hund-held calculator in 1967, The battery-
powered device accepted six-digit numbers, performed four basic arithmetic functions,
and printed resuits as large as 12 digits on a thermal printer. The caleulator’s case,
Jfashioned from a solid picce of aluminum, measured 4-1/4 by 6-1/8 by [-3/4 inches.
and weighed 45 ounces. Although never manufactured for the retail market, it bears a
striking resemblance to the Canon Pocketronic which Tl worked with Cunon to bring
to market. Further information is available from Texas Instruments (hrtp.//

wwiw. i com/corp/docs/history/calenf hem).  (Reprinted by Permission of Texas
fnstruments)
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