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CENTER FOR THE HISTORY OF INFORMATION PROCESSING

NSF Grant to
CBl!

BI has won a three-yeur grunt to

research the history of the "Computer
as a Scientific Instrument” from the
Science and Technology Studies program
of the National Science Foundation. CBI
Director Bob Seidel, Associate Dircctor
Stephen Johnson, Archivist Bruce
Bruemmer, and Radtord University
Associate Professor Joel Hagen. who will
resideat CBlin 1997-98, will investigate
the use of the computer as a scientific tool
in high energy physics, systems ecology,
and artificial intelligence. Bruce Bruemmer
will survey American and foreign collec-
tions for historical resources.

The primary product of the grant will be

a monograph describing the development
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Governor OKs Archives
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The Minnesota Library Access Facility, CBI's new home, view looking
north across Washington Avenue. Minnesota Governor Arne Carison
released bonding for the building in February.

CBF Elects New Officers

n a mail ballot. the Directors of the

“harles Babbage Foundation have
clected James Cortada as Chairman, John
Carlson as President, Margaret Loftus as
Secretary, and Carolyn Parnell as Trea-
surcr. Walter Bauer continues as Vice
President.

James Cortada is well-known to
historians of computing as the author of
The Computer in the United Stutes, Before
the Computer: IBM, NCR, Burroughs, and
Remington Rand and the Industry they
Created 1863-1956, and bibliographic and
archival guides to the history of comput-
ing. He acquired his BUA. in history from
Randolph Macon College in 1969, and his
Ph.D. in history from Florida State Univer-
sity in 1973, Jim 1s on the board of editors
of The TOM Review, and Annals of the

CEI’S new home cleared its final hurdle
hen Minnesota Governor Ame
Carlson approved bonding for the
University of Minnesota Library Access
Center on February 11, The $38.5 million
facility will provide a chmate-controlled
archival facility and office space for CBI.

Approved in April 1996 by the
Minnesota State Legislature, the new
huilding was held up by Carlson’s review
of all state-funded capital projects. To
strengthen the ties between the facility
and other libraries around the state, and
usc digital technologies, the University
pledged to renovate Walter Library
(CBI'scurrent home) into a multi-media
facilily soon after completion of the
archives building. Ground breaking will
begin in spring guarier “'as soon as we
can find the grass.” according to Marvin
Marshak, the Vice President for Aca-
demic Affairs.

History of Computing. He has also
wrttten numgerous books on manage-
ment, quality, and strategic planning. At
the TBM Consulting Group in Madison,
Wisconsin, Cortada {eads projects to
develop comprehensive management
systems and manage organizational
change.

John Carlson comes to CBF after
serving as director of finance, treasurer,
vice president of finance, chief financial
officer, senior vice president, and
executive vice president, before becoms-
ing the Chief Exccutive Officer of Cray
Research, In¢, He graduated from Saint
Mary’s College in Winona, Minnesota in
1960, and worked for Peat, Marwick,
Mitchell & Co. Certified Public Accoun-
tants from 1964 to 1976 before joining
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36 Years of Modern Computing,
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1996).
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1996) audiovisual,
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Kistermann, Friedrich W, “A Chapter
in Industrial History: Herman Hollerith
{1860-1929) - A Palatinatc Emigrant’s Son
founded a World Enterprise,” in Gudrun
Schifer, ed., Verwandte - Feinde -
Freunde in drei Jahrhunderten, (Landau:
Knecht Verlag, 1996), pp. 233-267,9 fig., 2
tables, 27 ref. 12 patents., (in German).
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Acceptance of Mechamical Calculating
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Remarks,” Proceedings of the Cultural
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Computer,” in Michel Serres, ed., 4
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Museum Updates

he Bakken Library and Muscum of

the History of Electricity and Life,
located in Mimnncapolis recently an-
nounced that it wall build a 10,000 square
foot science education wing to enhance
its educational programs. Funded
through a $4-5 mtlhon gift by Larl Bakken,
construction will begin by June 1997, with
the grand opening scheduled for Septem-
ber 1998. The Medtromie Foundation will
contribuie $1 million for the wing’s
classroom, laboratory. workshop, and
associated spaces. CBI Director Bob
Sewded serves on the Bakken Board of
Dircctors.

Canada’s first computer museum
opened 1n the summer of 1996 in Water-
loa, Ontario. Open only during the
summet months, the muscum’s theme for
1997 will be minicomputing, foliowed by
microcomputing in 1998 and calculators in
1999 Forinformation, call Kevin Stumpf
at 519-744-2900, or visit their website at
www, sentex net/~cecmuseum.

The Computer Museum in Boston has
opened a Computer History Center in
Silicon Valley. Last September, the
museum transferred half of its Boston
collection to the Ames Research Center
of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration near Mountain View,
California. Ames is providing temporary
storage in its Building 126 warehouse
while the History Center seeks a perma-
nent home in the Bay Area. ]

of a History of Science, (Oxford:
Blackwell Reference, 1995).

Malone, Michael 5., The Microproces-
sor: A Biagraphy, {New York, Santa
Clara, Calif.: TELOS, the Electronic
Library of Science, 1995).

Moore, Gordon E., “Intcl memories
and the microprocessor,” Duedalus.
Journal of the American Academy of
Arisand Sciencex 125:2(1996),

Mounier-Kuhn, P.-E., “Transferts de

technologic ¢t de savoir dans ['industnie
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Computing History
in Europe

The conference “Past and Future of
Computing Technology,” in Prague,
CzechRepublic, fromNovember 11-14,
1997, celebrates the fortieth anniversary
of the first electronic computer in
Czecholslovakia. the SAPO designed by
Antonin Svoboda. It will be sponsored
by the Society for the History of
Science and Technology in the Czech
Repubiic and the National Techntcal
Museum in Prague. The conference
languages wilt be English and German.
Speakers and contributors are asked to
submit a 100-120 word abstract by
August 30, 1997, For further informa-
tion, contact Jaroslav Folta, Past-
Future, National Techmical Muscum,
Kostelni42,Cz-170 78 Praha 7, Czech
Republic; email iso@ntm.anct.cz, FAX
++(422)379151.

The Fitth French Conference on the
History of Computing in Toulouse,
France in March 1998, will be convened
by the Ecole nationale supéricurc
d ¢lectrotechmque, d’clectronique,

d informatique, ¢t d " hydraulique de
Toulouse (ENSEEIHT) at the Unmiversity
of Toulouse. It will focus on five
themes: Informatics and aerospace, the
teaching of Informatics, man/machine/
system communication, norms, stan-
dardization, and patents, and the
software industry. Those wishing to
present a paper should send 3 copies of

a4 two-page outline by February 15, 1997,
For further information, contact Pierre-E.

Mounier-Kuhn, Centre Roland-
Mousnier, Paris-IV Sorbonne, | rue

Victor-Cousin 75005;
mounieriesorbonne.msh-paris.fr, phone
(33)0140462540. O

New CBF Officers...
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Cray. In 1994, President Bill Clinton
appointied Carlson to the President’s
Export Council to advise the president on
expert and international trade. He also
serves on the Computer Systems Policy
Project, a group of 13 U. 8. computer
company CEQs, and is a member of the
board of directors of a number of public
and privatc organizations,

Margaret Loftus, the co-founder of
Loftus-Brown-Wescott, Inc., a business
consulting company focusing on organiza-
tional and individual change founded in
{989, has consulted on a vancty of
subjects, including organizational growth,
strategic and technical product planning,
software evaluation and pricing, corporate
culture, and management and executive
coaching. She graduated from Oklahoma
State University in 1965 with her bachelors
degree in mathematics. and joined Control
Data Corporation, where she developed
software for CDC s line of supercomputers.
In 1976 she joined Cray Research to found

Cray’s Sottware Developiment organization,

which grew to 350 people in a number of
locations around the world. She was also a
founder of Netstar, Inc., and is on the
Board of Directors of IBEX Corporation
and Analysts International Corporation.

Treasurer Carolyn Parnell has been at
the University of Minnesota for twelve

New CBF Chairman James
Cortada

years, and 1s currently the Director of
Networking and Telecommunications.
She recetved her bachelors degree from
the University of Minncsota, Morris, and
a Masters of Business Administration
trom the Carlson School of Management
at the Untversity of Minnesota,  Carolyn
15 2lso a member of the Midwest Higher
Education Commission Telecommunica-
tions Committec, and on the Board of
Directors of Crisis Connection, an
orgamzation providing mental health
intervention services to the Twin Cities
metrearea, 0

Recent Publications...
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informatique frangaise (1948-1966),” in
Ghahana Gemell, ed., Big Culture: Intellec-
tual Cooperation in large-scale cultural
and technical svstems, (Bologna: CLUEB,
1994), pp. 299-315.

Personnel Changes

n December 23, a new secretary,

Dcbra Brims joined CBI. Debra has
two sons, Chris, 13, and Joe, 18 . She is
pursuing her bachelors degree in Urban
Studies. When not studying, working,
ot busy with children’s activities, Debra
pursues a number of other interests,
including gardening, antiques, anthro-

pology, and psvchology. She is busy
lecarning the varied duties at CBI, and has
alrcady improved some of our internal
procedurcs. We welcome her on-board!
Jackie Geier, CBI’s former secretary, is
now the Internatronal Student Coordina-
tor for the Carlson School of Manage-

ment. [}
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(19971 55-59.
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IEEE Annais of the Historv of Comput-
ing 19:1(1997): 20-54.

Shields, Mark A, ed., Work and

Continued on puge 4

CRE Newsfetter, Vol 19, No. 2 Wimter 1997 R



NSF Grant. . .

Continued from page |

of each discipline, with a comparative
assessment. Secondary products will
include several papers, conference
presentations, and bibliographic materials
hosted on the Weorld-Wide-Web pro-
duced by CBI’s archival staff. The study
offictally starts on March 1, 1997, and will
end on February 29, 2000. .|

Recent Publications...
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Technology in Higher Education: The
Sociaf Construction of Academic
Computing, (Hilldale, NJ: Lawrence
Ertbaum Associates, 1995).

Spencer, Donald D.. Great Men and
Women of Computing, (Ormond Beach.
Florida: Camelot Pub. Co., 1996).

Spufford, Francis, and Jenny Uglow.
eds., Cultural Babbage: Technology,
Time, and Invention, (London: Faber &
Faber, 1996).

Swade, Doron, “lt will not slicea
pincapple; Babbage, Miracles, and
Machimes,” in Francis Spufford, and
Jenny Uglow, eds., Cultural Bubbage:
Technology, Time, and Invention,

A photograph of the first Control Data Corporation 7600 supercomputer defivered
too Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory to perform calculations in high-energy
physics and nuclear weaponry. CBI and Radford University historiany will study the
use of the computer us a scientific instrument wunder a grant from the NSF. (CUBl
Archives)

(London: Faber & Faber, 1996), pp. 34-51.

Tympas, Aristotehs, “Between the
Calculator and the Electronic Computer:
The History of the Electnical Analyzer
and the Historiography of Computing,”
(M.S. Thesis: Georgia Institute of
Technology, 1995).

Walsh, John P., and Todd Bayma,
“Computer Networks and Scigntific
Work,” Social Studies of Science 26:3

(1996): 661-703.

Wilkes, Maurice V.. “Anthmetic on the
EDSAC.” IEEE Annals of the History of
Computing 19:1(1997): 13-135,

Winograd, Terry. “Heidegger and the
Design of Computer Systems,” in Andrew
Feenberg and Alastair Hannay, ¢ds.,
Technology and the Politics of Knowl-
edge, (Bloomington: Inchiana University
Press, 1995). 1
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